Part III: Background Documents on the NWICO
Declaration of Fundamental Principles
concerning the Contribution of the Mass Media
to Strengthening Peace and
International Understanding,
to the Promotion of Human Rights and
to Countering Racialism, Apartheid and Incitement to War
Final text adopted at the 20th session of the
Unesco General Conference,
Paris, October-November 1978
Article I
The strengthening of peace and international understanding, the promotion of human rights and the countering of racialism, apartheid and incitement to war demand a free flow and a wider and better balanced dissemination of information. To this end, the mass media have a leading contribution to make. This contribution will be the more effective to the extent that the information reflects the different aspects of the subject dealt with.
Article II
1. The exercise of freedom of opinion, expression and information, recognised as an integral part of human rights and fundamental freedoms, is a vital factor in the strengthening of peace and international understanding.
2.     Access by the public to information should be guaranteed by the diversity of the sources and means of information available to it, thus enabling each individual to check the" accuracy of facts and to appraise events objectively- To this end, journalists must have freedom to report and the fullest possible facilities of access to information. Similarly, it is important that the mass media be responsive to concerns of peoples and individuals, thus promoting the participation of the public in the elaboration of information.
3.      With a view to strengthening peace and international understanding, to promoting human rights and to countering racialism, apartheid and incite​ment to war, the mass media throughout the world, by reason of their role, contribute to promoting human rights, in particular by giving expression to oppressed peoples who struggle against colonialism, neo-colonialism, foreign occupation and all forms of racial discrimination and oppression and who are unable to make their voices heard within their own territories.
4.     If the mass media are to be in a position to promote the principles of this
Declaration in their activities, it is essential that journalists and other agents of the mass media, in their own country or abroad, be assured of protection guaranteeing them the best conditions for the exercise of their profession.
Article III
1.     The mass media have an important contribution to make to the strengthening of peace and international understanding and in countering racialism, apart​heid and incitement to war.
2.     In countering aggressive war, racialism, apartheid and other violations of human rights which are inter alia spawned by prejudice and ignorance, the mass media, by disseminating information on the aims, aspirations culture and needs of all peoples, to make nationals of a country sensitive tc • the needs and desires of others, to ensure the respect of the rights and dignit) of all nations, all peoples and all individuals without distinction of race, sex, lan​guage, religion or nationality and to draw attention to the great evils which afflict humanity, such as poverty, malnutrition and diseases, thereby promot​ing the formulation by States of the policies best able to promote the reduction of international tension and the peaceful and equitable settlement of interna​tional disputes.
Article IV
The mass media have an essential part to play in the education of young people in a spirit of .peace, justice, freedom, mutual respect and understanding, in order to promote human rights, equality of rights as between all human beings and all nations, and economic and social progress. Equally, they have an important role to play in making known the views and aspirations of the younger generation.
Article V
In order to respect freedom of opinion, expression and information and in order that information may reflect all points of view, it is important that the points of view presented by those who consider that the information published or dissemi-
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nated about them has seriously prejudiced their effort to strengthen peace and international understanding, to promote human rights or to counter racialism, apartheid and incitement to war be disseminated.
Article VI
For the establishment of a new equilibrium and greater reciprocity in the flow of information, which will be conducive to the institution of a just and lasting peace and to the economic and political independence of the developing countries, it is necessary to correct the inequalities in the flow of information to and from develop​ing countries, and between those countries. To this end, it is essential that their mass media should have conditions and resources enabling them to gain strength and expand, and to co-operate both among themselves and with the mass media in developed countries.
Article VII
By disseminating more widely all of the information concerning the universally accepted objectives and principles which are the basis of the resolutions adopted by the different organs of the United Nations, the mass media contribute effectively to the strengthening of peace and international understanding, to the promotion of human rights, and to the establishment of a more just and equitable international economic order.
Article VIII
Professional organisations, and people who participate in the professional training of journalists and other agents of the mass media and who assist them in perform​ing their functions in a responsible manner should attach special importance to the principles of this Declaration when drawing up and ensuring application of their codes of ethics.
Article IX
In the spirit of this Declaration, it is for the international community to contribute to the creation of the conditions for a free flow and wider and more balanced dissemi​nation of information, and of the conditions for the protection, in the exercise of their functions, of journalists and other agents of the mass media. Unesco is well placed to make a valuable contribution in this respect.
Article X
1.     With due respect for^constitutional provisions designed to guarantee freedom of information and for the applicable international instruments and agree​ments, it is indispensable to create and maintain throughout the world the conditions which make it possible for the organisation and persons profession​ally involved in the dissemination of information to achieve the objectives of this Declaration.
2.
It is important that a free flow and wider and better balanced dissemination of information be encouraged.
3.
To this end, it is necessary that States facilitate the procurement by the mass media in the developing countries of adequate conditions and resources enabling them to gain strength and expand, and that they support co-opera​tion by the latter both among themselves and with the mass media in devel​oped countries.
4.     Similarly, on a basis of equality of rights, mutual advantage and respect for the diversity of the cultures which go to make up the common heritage of man​kind, it is essential that bilateral and multilateral exchanges of information among all States, and in particular between those which have different eco​nomic and social systems, be encouraged and developed.
Article XI
For this declaration to be fully effective it is necessary, with due respect for the legislative and administrative provisions and the other obligations of Member States, to guarantee the existence of favourable conditions for the operation of the mass media, in conformity with the provisions of the Universal Declaration of FfUman Rights and with the corresponding principles proclaimed in the Interna​tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 1966.
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